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CHUI_%CH GROUP—Scen here is a recoenl picture of William L'Ionme"l‘aylor's Sunday School class. He
is third from the right on {be front vow, '

IN YEARS GONE BY

William M. Taylor Of Altamahaw
Has Outstanding Church Record

_By JULIAN HUGHES | BN BN much younger thzn his years, and|
Times-News Special Writer ST spoke with a clear and strong|

voice. He limped slightly, due to|

the accident last winter. and car-
riecd a cane which be didn’'t lean
on toe much.

Mr. Taylor was born on a farm,
'in Caswell Copnty and was given,
I'the mames William Monroe. The'

Ite will be 83 years old Columbus i middie pame, was for Monroe Haz-|
Day which falls next Friday. And . s , e tel, a prosperious farmeér in our!
in spite of his advanced vears, and |ENCEaaEn n win T S neighboring connly to the north.!
the automabile accident he was in L ‘His father and mother. John and
last February, which fracturcd his - Mary Katherine Tayler. moved
knce. he is able to get about and. # the family fo Altamahaw when
1o teach a Sunday School elass, He :Will, or Willic, was eight years
has becn teaching Sunday School. R old.
classes for 45 years and Is not lired 1 H wilf be recalled that Berry
yet. . | % . Davidson and Johm Q. Gont eslab-

Every summer since 1900 he has . 2 listied the Altamahaw village when
heen a representative of the Mor-, they built the cotton mill on Haw
ton Township Non-Denominational, ‘River. Berry Davidsan owned and
Sunday Scheol Convention, atiend-: . < operaled a zrist mill and a saw-
ing 56 consccutive sessions withaul, i ] mill there. and when lhie got {he,
a miss. That is sumething 1o u'rilci WILLIAM MONROE  TAYLOR “eolton mill fever”™ which  was)|
ahout. : iy ragizd ameng the ambitious in the|

1 have longed 19 meel lhel old  sippped his car in the fromt yard late 19707 and @0's, he decided ad
;:mulle:nan for quite some (Il'llf.'.lnr the Tavlor bome, Mr. Taylor ¢otion mill would be a fZood ven-;
One Salurday afternoun not long, NIRRT 17 T !
ago 1 came across one of .his Was ou the front porch veady With™ 5 cr o0 i machinery then
neighbors, Wake Spoon, who kind-!an extended hand to greet us. Con- oo expensive as il is pow, David-
1y consented to lake mie to sce sidering his age, I was agrecably )

Mr, Taylor. As soon as Spoonisurprised to see that he luokedl‘- See IN on Pape 2-D

For a number of years I have
been hearing of Will Taylor of Al-.
iamahaw. Who hasn't that has’
lived in this neighborhood for any -
Jength of time? Nr. Tavler has a
chureh record that few, if any, liv-
ing mortal can rival.’
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IN YEARS GONE BY
Continued From Page 1D

son looked for a partner with
money (o imvest. He interesied
John Gant, who was then rupning
a general store ip Company Shups,
in the project. And since Gant had
learned quite a lot about the man-
ufacturet of “Alamance Plaids"
working ior Edwin M. Holl at the
Alamance Factory, he was an ideal
partner for Davidson. The fivst unit
of the colton mill was staried in
1881. That was the year Will Tay-
Jor's dad moved from Caswell to
Altamahaw. ;

Speaking of Berry Davidson ve-
minds us of the old slory aboul ihe
brick for the mill building running
short, They made the brick on the
site, as was the cuslom in thej
pineleenth century, since il was
cheaper (0 make them than lo wm-|
port them from Greenshoro or Dur-|
ham.

Davidson had charge of making,
the brick and sawing thc umber
for the milt burlding. Gant, [rom
time lo time, drove over io Alta-
mahaw to see how things were go-
ing. It seems they were paying the
brick maker by the thousand brick,
possibly $5 a thousand. One day
John Gant drove up, and surveyed
the siluation. “Look here, Mr.
Davidson,” complained Mr. Gant,
‘“we are not going to have enpugh
brick. Your esbunalion was 100
low!"

“I'Il fix that,” replied Mr. David-
son, and he did. He quietly
changed lhe brick forms so as fo
mold longer and thicker brick. It
didn’t take as many of the larger
briek as il would have of the regu-
lar size brick, so Mr. Davidson’s
timely act saved the exira ex-
pense of making and laying more
brick.

Soon after John Taylor moved
his family te Altamahaw, where
he and members of s family got
jobs in the coilon mil, Berry
Davidson buiit a small church for
his Methodist Protestant brelhren.
The John Tavlors jvined that little
church in the wildwood, and Wi-|
liam Monroe Taylor has been a
member ever since. And while
Berry Davidson bwilt the church
and “started the ball rolling”; it
was Will Tayvlor who, mare than
anyone else, kept that “‘hall roll-
ing."”

Mr. Tavlor, like mosft eld-lim-;
ery, learned o read In a one-room
schnolhouse., His first and only
fcacher was Anna Iseley who later
married Beauregard Chner. Mr.
Taylor sani that he had lost track
al his boyhaod 1eacher, hut thoupht
it possible that she was stil) hving,

Juhn Taylor gol a b as tegms-
ter for the Allamahaw Mills and
hauled yarn for Hlhing and warps
to other mills who - did weaving.
Like the Holt and Carrizan factory
on Alamance Creek and John New-
Iin and Sons at Saxapahaw only
yarn was made in the Altamahaw
Mills for the first few years. Wheo
the E. M. Holt Plaid Mills was
started early in 1884, that mull be-
came a regular custemer of the!
Altamahaw Mills. And John Tay-
lor hauled the yarn on a wagoa
the nine miles from Altamahaw to]
Company Shops,

The wagon m which the yarn
was hauled 1o Company SImps.I
and-or Burlinglon, was equipped |
with a large hureau - ltke box
painted red. And the box had
drawers just like a bureau—each
drawer carried a specihic yarn for
filling and warp, f skein of on;
quills. That red hox altracted a loti
of aticntion along the way, and
caused many people 1o ask John
Taylor what was in the red hox.'
Every t:me Joha gave them a flip-
pant answer. =

Wesley Cates mwoved his 't'amlly;
ta Company Shops the same Vear
that John Tayler moved to Alla-'
mahaw. The twp men came in con-!
tact frequentiy when Taylor came,
te Company Shops on business. The
fwo men became goud (riends.
Wesley could pry information out
of John that others couldn't.

80, one day Wesley inquired of
his friend from Altamahaw, ‘‘John,
what's in that red box?" John
Taylor had already delivered the
yarn to Plaid Mills. and every
drawer of the box was empty. lle
could tell his (riend the truth with-
out chvulging any campany nfor-
mation. So John replied drily,
“Notinng, but bung-holes and tun-
pels.”

Willie Taylor, who 1was nine,
years old in 1882, went to work in!
the colion muil, his first job beingi
to feed loose cotton to the hoppet.
of (he breaker lapper. When his!
dad was hauling yarn to PlaidE
Mills, that mill never did any spin-
ning, Will was packing yarn into:
the drawers of the red box lo be|
delivered to Company Shops. Wlmn|
Will was [ifteen years old, which
would make the year 1888, Altama-
haw inslalled looms and began the
production of “Alamance Plaids.”
it was that ycar that Will Taylor
learned to weave. He not only be-
came a good weaver, bul be
Iearned lo fix looms.

While Will Taylor was learning
the transformation of cotfon staple
to cotton cloth he was going fo
Sunday School e/ery Sunday morn-
ing and exploring the woods and
the river in the afternoon. In;
church and Sunday School he
learned the word of God: in the
woods, fields and stream, he
iearned the works of God.

Will Tayler learaed to vead quite
young, and began reading the Bi-
ble long before he was twenty, His
interest in the scriptures gave him,
the power of coneentration; and’
concentration, as he analyzed each!
paragraph, gave him 8 compre-,
hensive knowledge of the Bible.,
And his understanding of the scrip-»
ture fitted lim for the excellent:
Sunday School that lhe is. ‘

Mr, Taylor. like the late Wil
Rogers, is quite a humorist in his
own right. It will be remembered
that Will Rogers got s homespun'
phllosophy across to his audience
with wit and humor. Well, it is
Wil Taylor's kpack of savoring the
scripture lessons with whalesome
wit and humor that makes him|
popular with his class. That is why,
he is much in demand (o teach
Suaday School classes, not only at'




]
Fairview Methodist Chureh, at Al-
|tamahaw. but at ather denomina-:
Itions in neighboring communities.
His good speaking voice and
wholesome wit was recognized by
merchants when he was barely out
‘fof his teens. So, he was induced
(to try his haad at auctioneermng.
{fe auctioneercd at stores in the
_neighborhond thal had slow-moving
and heavy invenfories. He did well
"and Kept it up on Saturday eve-
- nings afrer the cotton mills had
shut down oy the week.
; Mr. Tavlor married Anna Lewis
October 8, 1804, just lour days be-
"fore Ius 20th birthday. This eouple
thved hapmly together for more
than 50 years, and raised nine cinl-
dren, inclading (our gwls and five,
boys. All are married but two of,
his daughiers. ]
Mr. Taylor has been hving in
Tretirement for several years, and
sirll drives his car 1o the store;
and Post Office every morning|
[ through the week. And if he fails,
to show up at the neighborheod!
‘1 stores any morning, the store keep-
ers hecome apprehensive and goi
over Lo hius house to see if he is’
well and up and about. :
During the 45 vears Mr. Taylor
has been teaching Sunday School
(ot Fairview Melbodist Church, his,
lctass has grown from a mere hand-'
ifuli to the 50 or more pictured
where., The members of Mr, Tay-
"lor's Sunday School class are en-
Ethusiasuc about the Scripture les-
son because he radiates enthus-
ljasm. Mr. Taylor has not grown
|tired because teaching Sunday
School 15 a labor of love with m.
It is a far cry from the unpre-
tenttous weather - boarded church
butlding thal Berry Davidson bailt|
in the carly 1880°s lo the maodern
brick church of today. Prior to
1938, Fairview Methodist Church
was profestant, but in dMay of that
year the Alethodist E piscopal
Church South, the AMethodist Epis-
copal Churchi north of the Mason-
Dixon Line. and the Methodist Pro-
testant were united under one ban-!
ner. At this time the M.E. and|
M.P. Churches of Allamabhaw and
Ossipee merged with the Fairview
Church.




